13 July 1946

. COMMANDER JOINT TASK FORCE ONE W
. - USS MT MC KINLEY (AGE 7) Flagship
: | ;Y
MEMORANDUM:

The following dispabches transmitting respectively the preliminary
reportsion Test ABLL of the President's Evaluation Commission to the President
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff ZEvaluation Board to the Joint Chiefs of Staff
are provided for informetion. These reports were released in their entirety

by the President on 11 July 1946, The texts of the reports given below are
ccmplete,

I - REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT'S ZV. 5 UATION COMMISSIOW.
#Dear Mr. Pr951dent.

"Your Evaluation Commission, divided between positions at sea andin
the air, witnessed the first Bikini Test, at 33 seconds after 9:00 4.M, local
time on July 1, and has since completed a survey of the damage. The second
test, wherein the bomb will be exploded under the water, will in some respects
~% of even gro-ter interest, for it will have no precedent. The report of

sour Commission required by its directive of lMay 18 must await assembly of con-
siderable data deriving from instrumeantal and photograp ic messurements and
analysis of fission productgamples, However, we believe that it lies within
the scope of your directive and may be of possible assistance to you, to sub-
mit, now, the following brief observations made from the layman s point of
view, but with such accuracy as is presently avallable.

"The organization and execution of the operation was magnificently
handled end has commamded our continuous admiration., The bomb was dropped
under favorable weather comditions about thirty seconds after the time set.

The greatest credit is due Admiral Blamly and the officers anmd enlisted person=
nel of both services who, with scientists and other civilians, have servedand
= 8T¢ serving under him with a display of team work that must be seen to be
fully appreciated,
BN ) |
: "Their conservatively safe distance from the burst led many observvrs
4/’\1 entertain an initial opinion that the bomb employed was somevhat under par.
€31t is now, however, safe to state that the energy waes of the same order of
magnitude as in the case of previous atomic dotonations, between the highest
¢-and the lowest of this bomb's three predecessors.

¢§E“‘* The accuracy of thie drop was such that the exp1051on occurrad within

the area included within the allowanee for the probable error of the clevation
W1 drop, and detonation was probably within one hundred feet of the chosen alti-
en'bude. Novertheless the oxplosion actually occurred several hundred yards west

of a point directly above the target ship Neveda, and therefore entiroly west
@£ the closcly spacod array of capital ships.

"Thore were ninety targets anchored in the lagoon when the bomb ex-
-ploded. Thoso were not in battle formation but werc placed in positions to
-~ give the largest amount of desired technical information with especially close
concentration around the center target point., Thosc ships anchored a mile or
morc from the point of drop largely coscaped injury. Those within a mile were
sunk or suffcred damege varying with thoe distance from the point of detonatlon
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